Learning to read at Whitkirk.

Fred the Frog puppet plays an important role in our Read Write Inc lessons. Fred is only able to speak in sounds, not whole words. We
call this Fred Talk.
For example, Fred would say b- e – d we would say bed.
Fred talk helps children read unfamiliar words by pronouncing each sound in the word one at a time.
Children can start blending sounds into words as soon as they know a small group of letters well. During lessons children are taught to
hear sounds and blend them together in sequence to make a word. We start with blending oral sounds, then progress to reading the
letters and blending them together to read the word. Click the link below to see this in action.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEzfpod5w_Q
Order of teaching sounds In Read Write Inc phonics the individual sounds are called ‘speed sounds’ – because we want your child to
read them effortlessly. Set 1 sounds are the initial letter sounds. They are taught in the following order.
m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, g, o, c, k, u, b, f, e, l, h, sh, r, j, v, y, w, th, z, ch, qu, x, ng, nk
There are 12 Set 2 ‘speed sounds’ that are made up of two or three letters which represent just one sound, e.g. ay as in play, ee as in
tree and igh as in high.
When children learn their Set 2 sounds they will learn:
• the letters that represent a speed sound e.g. ay
• a simple picture prompt linked to the ‘speed sound’ and a short phrase to say e.g. may I play

Every speed sound has a list of green words linked to it, so your child can ‘sound out’ and ‘sound blend’ words containing the new speed
sound they have just learnt, for example s-p-r-ay = spray. When learning their Set 3 speed sounds they will be taught that there are
more ways in which the same sounds are written, e.g. ee as in tree and ea as in tea.
The table below shows the sound, the associated phrase and example green words.

Click the link below to hear how to pronounce the sounds correctly.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q&safe=active
Aliens on!

As children build up their knowledge of sounds they are able to apply their decoding skills to any unfamiliar word may it be real or
nonsense. During lessons each day children will practice their decoding skills by sounding out the letters in ‘Alien words’. Children are
unable to rely on existing knowledge of real words, and instead have to use their letter-sound knowledge. This is an important part of
the Phonics Screening Test children complete at the end of year 1. The following websites have enjoyable games for your child to play
to practice their reading of alien words.
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/PicnicOnPluto.html
http://ictgames.com/literacy.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/phonics/play/
More information about RWI can be found on the Ruth Miskin website.
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/

